
 

Minutes of the Board of Selectmen meeting of Wednesday, July 15, 2015. Present were Nancy J. 

Maloney, Chairman; Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk. Jerry D. Lawrence, Member, was absent. Also 

present was David L. Gagne, Town Administrator. The meeting convened at 7:05 p.m. in the 

Selectmen’s Meeting Room in Town Hall. 

 

Also present at this time were: 

 

Mr. Paul Golder, Deputy Chief  

Fire Chief Leonard Hunt 

Firefighter Lincoln Thibeault 

Fire Captain Kenny May 

Fire Lt. William Choate 

Fire Lt. Dave Niklason 

Family of Mr. Paul Golder 

Ms. Joan McAndrew, Cultural Council 

Mr. John Duggan, Treasurer/Collector 

Former Town Clerk Nancy Morrison 

Mr. Keith Porges, 108 Matfield Street 

Ms. Shannon Gummow Porges, 108 Matfield Street 

Mr. Daniel Burke, 100 Matfield Street 

Mr. Thaddeus Stephanak, WBCAT 

Mr. Ed Donga, The Enterprise 

 

 

Chairman Maloney noted that Selectman Lawrence will be delayed and may or may not make 

the end of the meeting.  

 

Chairman Maloney then read a Proclamation and Certification of Recognition for Deputy Chief 

Paul Golder on the occasion of his retirement from the Town. The Board and members of the 

audience congratulated Mr. Golder. 

 

At 7:10 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED for a five minute recess. Seconded by Chairman Maloney 

and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

The Board reconvened at 7:15 p.m. Present at this time were Ms. Joan McAndrew, Mr. John 

Duggan, Mr. Keith Porges, Ms. Shannon Porges, Mr. Dan Burke, Ms. Anne Iannitelli, Town 

Clerk, Ms. Nancy Morrison, Ms. Kelly Correia, Verizon, Inc, and Mr. Ed Donga, The Enterprise. 

 

Ms. Joan McAndrew, Chairman of the Cultural Council, discussed some activities of the Cultural 

Council and their need for a gift account with the Town. She said that the Council is holding 

fundraisers in order to be able to give more money out to worthy projects. Ms. McAndrew said 

in order to do that, the Cultural Council is requesting that a gift account be established so that 

they have an account to deposit donations received through these fundraisers. 

 

At 7:18 p.m., Mr. Chris Boujoukos, of 15 Grant Street, entered the room. 

 



 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to establish a gift account to be utilized by the Cultural Council in order 

to generate additional funds for projects through charitable fundraisers and deposit them 

accordingly to further the mission of the Cultural Council. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and 

so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

Chairman Maloney announced that the Cultural Council will be hosting a fundraiser on Tuesday, 

July 28 at 7:00 p.m. at the Council on Aging.  

 

At 7:21 p.m., Mr. Duggan and Ms. McAndrew left the room.  

 

Chairman Maloney discussed the Department Head Meeting that took place in June. She said 

that each department shared their biggest challenge as well as something positive that was going 

on in the department.  

 

The Board then discussed establishing a policy to receive feedback from permitting boards on 

whether they implemented the Board’s suggestions to the projects. Mr. Gagne said that this idea 

came about after the Zoning Board of Appeals did not include in their decision that the 

contractors for the Friendly 40B project on East Center Street, The Turn at River Bend, install 

sidewalks along Route 106, as requested by the Board. Mr. Gagne said it would have been 

beneficial to have official correspondence sent notifying the Board that it was not included. 

 

Mr. Moreira stated that projects built under Chapter 40B circumvent by laws, permitting 

requirements and certain building requirements in exchange for building affordable housing. He 

said requesting this addition was not asking a lot.  

 

The Board agreed that Mr. Gagne should draft a letter to be sent to the Planning Board and 

Zoning Board of Appeals stated that the Board of Selectmen expects formal correspondence 

when the Boards concerns and expectations are not incorporated into the final design of the 

projects before them. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of May 20, 2015. Seconded by Chairman Maloney 

and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of June 3, 2015. Seconded by Chairman Maloney 

and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the minutes of June 8, 2015. Seconded by Chairman Maloney 

and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept for review the minutes of June 17, 2015. Seconded by Chairman 

Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

Chairman Maloney discussed the Strategic Planning process. She said that the Town is starting it 

up again. She said that the Board requested residents and other stakeholders to suggest any goals 

for the Town that they may have. Chairman Maloney said that Mr. Lawrence was interested in a 

goal that would develop a by-law pertaining to maintaining aesthetics in the Center of Town. 



 

Chairman Maloney said that another idea was a Recreation Focus Group. Mrs. Mallory 

Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant, stated that this goal would center on determining 

if there was a need for certain recreational projects and recommend which projects to go forward 

with. Mrs. Aronstein said that this goal would consist of paring down and prioritizing a wish list. 

 

Mr. Gagne noted that it was 7:30 p.m. and the Public Hearing for the pole relocation along West 

Center Street should begin. 

 

Chairman Maloney read the hearing notice for the pole relocations and removal of two poles 

along West Center Street to accommodate road work for MassDOT to complete Road and Bridge 

Project number 605351. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to open the public hearing. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and so voted. 

Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

The Board heard a presentation from Ms. Kelly Correia, representing Verizon New England, 

Inc., regarding removing rotted poles and relocating other poles in order to accommodate for a 

MassDOT Bridge Repair project on West Center Street near the Easton town line. Ms. Correia 

said there were eight poles that will be relocated and moved back away from the street. She said 

the two new poles being installed are for support. 

 

Chairman Maloney asked if there was an inventory of rotted poles throughout the Town and a 

plan to replace them. Ms. Correia said that there was and that National Grid has been going 

through several towns already to repair and remove broken or rotted poles. Mr. Moreira asked 

about traffic concerns while the work was being performed. Ms. Correia said that the crew would 

be in front of the specific pole that was being worked on and that traffic would be guided around 

that. She said MassDOT would make the decision about traffic detouring for their part of the 

project. 

 

Mr. Gagne noted that neither he nor the Highway and Vehicle Maintenance Superintendent had 

any objection to the relocation and removal of these poles. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to approve the pole relocation request as presented on the plans. Seconded 

by Chairman Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to close the public hearing. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and so 

voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

At 7:38 p.m., Ms. Correia left the room. 

 

Chairman Maloney continued the discussion regarding Strategic Planning. She said that 

previously, a group of residents on East Street submitted a list of proposed ideas and that they 

should be compiled together for the next meeting so that the Board could prioritize the goals. 

Chairman Maloney reviewed the goals that were submitted through Facebook. She said these 

goals included installation of traffic lights at Matfield Street and Route 28 and East Street and 

East Center Street, managing traffic throughout the town, excluding truck traffic on side streets, 



 

and widening Route 106. Chairman Maloney stated that some of those projects are already being 

worked on by Old Colony Planning Council. She said her goal was to review the Master Plan 

and update it. Mr. Moreira said that establishing an Inter-municipal Agreement with Brockton 

for sewer services for the industrial corridor was his goal. Mr. Gagne stated that he would like to 

see a goal regarding developing a brand for the Town, including a slogan. Chairman Maloney 

suggested that the Town also work with Metro South Chamber of Commerce to develop 

branding strategies. The Board agreed to compile all of the suggestions and to review them at the 

next meeting to prioritize them. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter of intent to sell land classified as Chapter 61A along 398 Spring 

Street and Stoney Road. Chairman Maloney noted that the intent is to convert the land into single 

family homes. Mr. Gagne said that there are two separate Purchase and Sale agreements for three 

lots. He said two lots are being sold together for $300,000 and that a remaining lot is being sold 

for an additional $300,000. Mr. Gagne said none of the reviewing boards or committees 

recommended that the Town exercise its first right of refusal. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to not exercise the Town’s first right of refusal for land coming out of 

Chapter 61A classification located at 398 Spring Street and Stoney Road. Seconded by Chairman 

Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

The Board reviewed the annual committee appointments. The Board noted that there were two 

individuals who failed to take their ethics test as mandated by State law, and that there is one 

person who is not attending at least 75% of meetings of his committee. The Board also discussed 

placing the Town River Fisheries Committee under authority of the Conservation Commission. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED that the Conservation Commission serve as the appointing authority for 

the Town River Fisheries Committee. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and so voted. Maloney, 

yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

At 8:02 p.m. Mr. Ralph Fidele and Mr. Bill Owens, both from Matfield Woods, entered the 

room.  

 

Chairman Maloney said there are various vacancies on Town boards and committees. She then 

said that the Employee/Volunteer Appreciation Day Cookout has been scheduled and that it is 

fully funded by the Board of Selectmen.  Chairman Maloney announced that the 

Employee/Volunteer Appreciation Day Cookout will take place on August 14, 2015 at 12:30 

p.m. and that Town Hall will close at 12:15 p.m. so that employees could attend. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter from Town Clerk Anne Iannitelli requesting to serve on the 

Memorial and Veterans Day Committee.  Mr. Moreira discussed the duties of the Committee. 

Ms. Iannitelli said that it makes sense that the Town Clerk is involved on it. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Ms. Anne Iannitelli to the Memorial and Veterans Day 

Committee. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; 

Lawrence, absent. 

 



 

The Board reviewed a letter from Ms. Beth Smith announcing her resignation from the 

Municipal Building Needs Committee.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to accept the resignation of Ms. Beth Smith from the Municipal Building 

Needs Committee and to send a letter of thanks for her service. Seconded by Chairman Maloney 

and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter from Wiring Inspector David Bentley recommending the 

appointment of Mr. Greggory Paul of Bridgewater as Assistant Wiring Inspector. Chairman 

Maloney noted that there was also a recommendation from the Building Inspector to appoint Mr. 

Paul. She said that Mr. Paul is a Massachusetts Certified Inspector of Wires and has a current 

electrical license.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Mr. Greggory Paul as Assistant Wiring Inspector. Seconded by 

Chairman Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

At 8:15 p.m., Sgt. Michael Winkler and Mrs. Isis Winkler entered the room. Also at this time, 

Police Chief Donald Clark, Det.Sgt. Timothy Nixon, Officer Sean Devilly and Sergeant Chris 

Werner entered the room. 

 

Chairman Maloney introduced Sgt. Michael Winkler. She said that the Board promoted Sgt. 

Winkler at a previous meeting but that the Board was going to have a Swearing In ceremony. 

Police Chief Donald Clark said that Sgt. Winkler’s daughter will be pinning his badge on his 

lapel. 

 

Town Clerk Iannitelli conducted the swearing in of Sgt. Winkler. 

 

At 8:17 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to take a brief recess. Seconded by Chairman Maloney and 

so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

At 8:22 p.m., the Board reconvened. Present at this time were Mr. Ralph Fidele and Mr. Bill 

Owens, both of Matfield Woods, Mr. Porges, Mrs. Porges, Mr. Burke, Police Chief Donald Clark 

Det. Sgt. Nixon, and Mr. Donga, The Enterprise. 

 

Chairman Maloney discussed the work the Police Department was involved in to address the 

opiate addiction epidemic. She said that the Department and the Schools are collaborating to 

raise awareness of opiate addiction and that Det. Sgt. Nixon  worked on a presentation for 

students and parents. Chief Clark said that West Bridgewater was listed as the second leading 

town in the state for overdoes. He said that data was skewed as it examined overdoes per capita. 

 

At 8:24 p.m., Mr. George Hebert, 112 West Street, entered the room.  

 

Det. Sgt. Nixon said that the stigma against heroin and drug use is being lifted. He said that the 

idea that it is only present in inner cities is going away. Det. Sgt. Nixon said that it is not a 

problem that society can ignore any longer and that the Police Department is focusing on 

educating students. He said that the figure from the studies comes from outdated information and 



 

that overdose deaths can occur within the Town but that those people are not necessarily West 

Bridgewater residents.  

 

At 8:29 p.m., Mr. Dean Hardy, 96 Beacon Street, entered the room. Also at this time, Mr. Marc 

Porter and Mr. Mike Holbert, affiliates with Mr. Hardy’s amateur boxing league, entered the 

room. 

 

Det. Sgt. Nixon said that West Bridgewater has had five overdoses since June, but that the entire 

region has suffered 80.  

 

Chairman Maloney said that the Police Department was already working on this issue before the 

article came out about overdoses in Massachusetts per capita. She said that the Department has 

set the stage for open communication between students and police officers simply by having the 

police officers present in the schools. 

 

Det. Sgt. Nixon discussed how drug dealers have begun marketing fentanyl as heroin and that it 

is offering deadly results. Chief Clark encouraged anyone that may be battling addiction to reach 

out to the Department for help. 

 

The Board reviewed a request from Mr. Dean Hardy, 96 Beacon Street, for a one-day 

Entertainment License for a fundraiser at the Veterans’ Memorial on West and Beacon Streets. 

Mr. Hardy discussed his plans for an amateur boxing match in order to draw in donations for the 

upkeep of the Veterans Memorial Park. Chairman Maloney asked where previous boxing 

matches have taken place. Mr. Hardy introduced Mr. Mark Porter and Mr. Mike Holbert, two 

individuals that help organize these boxing matches. Mr. Hardy said that the matches previously 

have been held in Sturbridge, Marina Bay, Foxwoods, and Dorchester. Chairman Maloney said 

that the Board had initial concerns about liability on the property. Mr. Gagne said that the 

Insurance Agent stated that the event would be covered under liability insurance but that he 

recommended not to allow the event as it increases the Town’s risk for a lawsuit. 

 

Mr. George Hebert of 112 West Street, asked if there were concerns over the event if it took 

place on private property. Mrs. Aronstein asked if any funds would be exchanged to attend or 

participate in the event. Mr. Hardy said that there are only suggested donations and that there is 

no registering fee or admission fee. Mrs. Aronstein stated that since there is no money being 

exchanged to attend the event and that the event would be held on private property, the 

organizers did not need an Entertainment License issued from the Board. 

 

Discussion continued regarding not wanting to discourage the spirit of the event. There was 

discussion regarding protecting the Town from potential liability. 

 

Discussion continued regarding ambulance services and police details.  

 

Chief Clark expressed his concerns over parking for the event as the area is not very wide.  He 

said he was also concerned over the potential number of attendees. He said that Mr. Hardy was 

aware that if the number of guests became too large, the Department would take action to shut 

down the event. 



 

 

Mr. Hardy stated that there would be parking across the street. Mr. Porter reviewed the process 

they followed in other communities when holding these events. He said that they have fighter 

insurance for the participants, an ambulance, and usually volunteer police details. 

 

Discussion continued regarding bringing in a temporary structure for the boxing ring. Mr. Gagne 

said that the Building Inspector may have a permit for that type of thing. He advised Mr. Hardy 

to meet with the Building Inspector for his input on the event. 

 

At 8:57 p.m., Mr. Hardy, Mr. Porter, Mr. Holbert, Mr. Hebert, Chief Clark and Det. Sgt. Nixon 

left the room. 

 

The Board reviewed an email from Mr. Keith Porges, 108 Matfield Street, expressing public 

safety concerns over the road conditions on Matfield Street after the paving was completed. 

Chairman Maloney read Mr. Porges’ list of concerns. She said that Sgt. Winkler, as public safety 

officer, provided a report in response to Mr. Porges’ concerns. Chairman Maloney read Sgt. 

Winkler’s report. Chairman Maloney said that Highway and vehicle Maintenance Superintendent 

Leonard Graf provided information to the Board and that Mr. Gagne had done some research and 

met with Mr. Porges. 

 

Mr. Porges said that Matfield Street is narrower than it was before the paving project. He said the 

installation of berms along driveways allows for pooling water during rainstorms. He said the 

water pools in the road as well and drivers cannot avoid it. Mr. Porges said that pictures off of 

Google Maps clearly demonstrate that the road is narrower now.  He said that the state measured 

the road at 22 feet across but that he did not agree with those figures. He said he was concerned 

with public safety. 

 

Mr. Boujoukos left the room at 9:13 p.m. 

 

The Board then reviewed pictures that Mr. Gagne took while researching the matter.  

 

Mr. Dan Burke, 100 Matfield Street, said that the construction workers rebuilding the road built 

the berm around the storm drain so water collects at the end of his driveway. 

 

Mr. Gagne discussed his work in determining the actual width of the road. He said that he visited 

with Mr. Porges at Matfield Street and measured the road in the places of Mr. Porges’ choosing. 

He said it measured 23 feet in one spot and 24 feet in the other. He said that the pavement was 

ordered based off of a detailed analysis which was agreed to by MassDOT. Mr. Gagne said the 

road is exactly where it was before. 

 

Discussion continued regarding fog lines and how their use tends to slow traffic. 

 

At 9:33 p.m., Mr. Donga left the room. 

 

Ms. Shannon Porges discussed her experiences running along the side of the road. She said that 

the new fog lines leave less room for pedestrian safety. 



 

 

Discussion continued regarding a formal process for traffic study. It was noted that traffic studies 

can result in actually raising the speed limit because the recommended speed limit is the average 

speed travelled. 

 

All parties agreed that the scope of the discussion at this meeting did not include adjusting the 

speed limit. 

 

Mr. Porges suggested adding asphalt to widen the road when the final top coat went on the road 

next year. Mr. Burke suggested that the fog lines should be placed on the outside of the storm 

drains when they perform the final part of the work. 

 

The Board agreed to work with Mr. Graf concerning the berms and the pooling of water. 

 

At 9:48 p.m., Mr. Porges, Mrs. Porges, and Mr. Burke left the room. 

 

There were no comments during the Public Comment Period. 

 

Chairman Maloney noted that there was never a vote made for the appointments item discussed 

previously in the meeting. 

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to re-appoint those individuals listed before them with expiring terms. 

Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

Mr. Gagne then gave the Town Administrator’s Report. He reviewed his report on Matfield 

Woods regarding some of the residents’ questions and concerns for snow plowing and what 

services the residents receive. Mr. Gagne compared the cost borne to residents of Matfield 

Woods with that of residents within the Town without rent control. Mr. Gagne also discussed the 

history of the Town passing a by-law prior to the building of Matfield Woods mandating that 

park owners are charged with the removal of snow and ice for their respective parks. He said that 

Westbridge Landing, formerly Beacon Mobile Home Park, was built and operating before the 

passage of this by-law. Mr. Gagne said that the residents could try to change the by-law by 

passing an article at Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Gagne then explained the process through which the residents would attempt to pass a by-

law amendment at Town Meeting. 

 

Mr. Gagne said that both Matfield Woods and Westbridge Landing are private closed entities. He 

said that a decision to start plowing them would open up requests from other private closed 

entities.  

 

Mr. Gagne discussed the services available to the Matfield Woods residents not available to 

other Town residents.  He said these included sewer services, rent control, and curbside trash 

removal. He said that the Town has maintained a taxation rate of $7 per month per unit and that 

many other communities increased that to the maximum of $12 per month per unit. 

 



 

Discussion continued regarding using the Transfer Station permit in the Selectmen’s Office to 

help in extenuating circumstances. 

 

There was discussion of the upcoming Rent Control Board hearing on the matter of increasing 

the rents at Matfield Woods. 

 

At 10:27 p.m., Mr. Fidele and Mr. Owens left the room. At this time, Mr. Moreira MOVED to 

take a brief recess. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; 

Lawrence, absent. 

 

The Board reconvened at 10:30 p.m. Reconvened at 1030p.m.  

 

Mr. Gagne said that the Town and Old Colony Planning Council has completed the guide to 

opening a business in West Bridgewater. He said that it is available on the Town’s website. 

 

The Board reviewed a letter from Mr. Gagne regarding appointing an Emergency Response 

Coordinator. He said that in the case of natural disasters, there is a regional response task force 

and that the Fire Chief’s are the respective Towns’ representatives.  

 

Mr. Moreira MOVED to appoint Fire Chief Leonard Hunt as the Town’s Emergency Response 

Coordinator. Seconded by Mrs. Maloney and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, 

absent. 

 

Mr. Gagne updated the Board regarding the meeting room. He said that the On-Air lights have 

been installed both inside the meeting room and outside. He said the projector is operational and 

that is the next step for the website redesign. Mr. Gagne said the Town has entered into an 

agreement with a new vendor, Revize, and they are beginning the work to redesign the website. 

Mr. Gagne said the next meeting will be the first meeting that the Selectmen use iPads and go 

paperless. 

 

Mr. Gagne then updated the Board concerning Family Dollar and connecting to the sewer 

services in Brockton. He said that Town Counsel is continuing working on the intermunicipal 

agreement with Brockton.  

 

At 10:35 p.m., Mr. Moreira MOVED to adjourn the meeting. Seconded by Chairman Maloney 

and so voted. Maloney, yes; Moreira, yes; Lawrence, absent. 

 

 
 

______________________ 

Eldon F. Moreira, Clerk 

 

 
Respectfully submitted by Mallory E. Aronstein, Executive Administrative Assistant. 

 

 

 



 

List of Documents in Agenda Packet  -  July 15, 2015 

 Proclamation/Recognition of Service for Paul Golder 

 Email from Cultural Council concerning their fundraiser and establishing a revolving account 

 Copy of Paint Night advertisement and meeting minutes concerning establishing revolving fund 

for donations 

 Public Hearing notice and paperwork for pole relocations on West Center Street 

 Letter of request and application for one-day entertainment from Dean Hardy for Boxing 

fundraiser  

 Minutes of May 20, 2015 

 Minutes of June 3, 2015 

 Minutes of June 8, 2015 

 Minutes of June 17, 2015 

 List of proposed Strategic Planning Goals  

 Notification of Sale of land classified under Chapter 61A (Agricultural use): Stoney Road 

 List of vacancies and expiring appointments for Town boards/commissions 

 Notification of Employee Appreciation Day Cookout 

 Request from Anne Iannitelli to be appointed to Memorial and Veterans Day Committee 

 Letter of resignation from Beth Roll Smith from the Municipal Building Needs Committee 

 Request from Wiring Inspector David Bentley to appoint Mr. Gregory Paul as Assistant Wiring 

Inspector  

 Complaint regarding the width of Matfield Street after paving project from Mr. Keith Porges with 

various documentation 

 Pictures of Matfield Street 

 Town Administrator’s report on Matfield Woods concerns 

 Opening a Business in West Bridgewater Business Guide 

 Designation of Fire Chief Leonard Hunt as Community Emergency Response Coordinator 

 


